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From April 2020 – March 2021

• We received 11 notifications that people with a Learning Disability 
living in Herefordshire had died. There were 36 notifications for 
Worcestershire.

• 90% of reviews completed after June 2020 were within 6 months.
• We start more reviews within 91 days. The average start time in 

Herefordshire is 148 days, from 227 days last year. In 
Worcestershire the average start time is 78 days from 166 days last 
year.

• A shortened review was completed for all COVID notifications so 
we could learn about themes more quickly ( we did a full review 
too).



What we found out.
• In Worcestershire the average age of death for men has increased, for 

women it has stayed the same. In Herefordshire the average age of 
death for both men and women improved.

• The balance of deaths between men and women is the same as for 
the rest of England, slightly fewer women than men.

• Over 53% of deaths happened where the person usually lived in 
Worcestershire, last year less than 40% of deaths happened at home. 
In Herefordshire at least 55% of people have been supported to die at 
home over the past 3 years.

• Illnesses that affect breathing and lungs are still the most common 
causes of death.

• Deaths from bowel impaction are now below the English National 
Average.



COVID

• We do not yet know how deaths in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire due to COVID compare to other areas.

• In the first wave of COVID nearly all of those with a Learning 
Disability who died of COVID were women who lived in care 
settings.

• Most people with a Learning Disability who died of COVID had 
mild to moderate disabilities.

• Most had a high Body Mass Index.

• In the second wave we saw far fewer deaths of people with a 
Learning Disability 



What has been good this year?

More young people are on the Learning Disability Register and will be offered an 
Annual Health Check.

Nearly everyone on the Learning Disability Register had an Annual Health Check.

Nearly everyone with a Learning Disability had their covid vaccinations.

We reminded all GPs and senior hospital doctors that a Learning Disability is not a 
reason for someone not to have life saving care.

We helped care homes for people with a Learning Disability  to test all residents 
for covid. We did this before other areas.



What we need to do better.
• Not many people from Black or Asian backgrounds are notified to the programme. 

We need to make sure that we are getting all of the information about our local 
population.

• We need to understand how best to prevent obesity and help people lose weight.

• We need to understand why local people have higher than the national average 
levels of underlying health conditions such as mental illness, epilepsy and 
constipation.

• We need to improve the quality of Annual Health Checks to make sure that 
everyone is supported to have vaccinations and health screening.
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